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Session 4  
 
 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING THE MAPS ASSESSMENTS 

1. Determine whether your groups will complete 
the route-level data collection or segment-level 
data-collection. 

2. Fill in assessment location and the assessors’ 
name(s) at the beginning of the assessment. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE MAPS ASSESSMENTS 

1. During the assessment, please take pictures of items  
that  interest you. Identify and take photos of the 
problems found for each topic area classified on the 
assessment form. 

2. Answer the questions. 
3. Take notes on whether the streets are good or bad for walking. 

REMEMBER: 
• Record the start and end times for the assessment. 
• Look at both sides of the streets. 
• Dress appropriately: comfortable clothes, walking shoes, and hat. 
• Bring a pen/pencil, the assessment packet, 

clipboard, cameras, sunscreen, and water. 

MAPS ASSESSMENT 
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I. Field Procedures 
MAPS-Mini can be completed by using one of two methods: route-level or 
segment-level data collection. You always count your side of the street. 

 
Route-level data collection is a survey of the neighborhood environment between 
your home and a pre-designated ending destination (i.e., a corner market, park, or 
bus stop). The route begins on the neighborhood street nearest to your home. 

 

 
Segment-level data collection is completed block-by-block, and is an effective 
way to canvas an area. Each segment in the area is completed, as well as a crossing 
on one side (see example below), until the desired area is complete. 
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1. Is this primarily a residential or commercial segment? 

 
 
 

II. Survey Field Guide 
a. SEGMENT (counting your side of the street) 

 

□ Residential 
□ Commercial 

 
 
 
 
 

Single-family home Apartments 

  

Apartments above commercial 

 
‘commercial’. 
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3. How many public transit stops are present? 

 
 
 
 

 

□ 0 
□ 1 
□ 2 or more 

 

 
 
 
 
 

□ 0 
□ 1 
□ 2 or more 

 

2. How many public parks are present? (includes Dog parks, Equestrian trails) 
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5. Are street lights installed? 

 
 
 
 

 

□ No 
□ Yes 

Private Seating Public Seating 
 

 

□ None 
□ Some 
□ Ample 

 
None Some (e.g., overhead street Ample (e.g., regularly 
 lights on utility poles with 

wide spacing) 
spaced pedestrian 
lamp posts) 

 

4. Are there any benches or places to sit (include bus stop benches)? 
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7. Is graffiti/tagging present (do not include murals)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

□ 0-99% 
□ 100% 

 
0-99 % of buildings well maintained 100% of buildings well maintained 

(one or more buildings like this) 

  
 

 
 
 

□ No 
□ Yes 

6. Are the buildings well maintained? 
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9. Is a sidewalk present? 

 

 
 
 
 

 

□ No 
□ Yes, painted bike line 
□ Yes, bike lane separated from traffic with physical barrier 

Painted bike lane Bike lane separated from traffic with 
physical barrier 

 

 

□ No 
□ Yes 

 
 

8. Is there a designated bike path? 
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□ None 
□ Yes (Any major trip hazards or no sidewalk present) 

 
Examples of major trip hazards 

 

10. Are there poorly maintained sections of the sidewalk that constitute major trip 
hazards? (e.g., heaves, misalignment, cracks, overgrowth, incomplete sidewalk) 
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□ No (or no sidewalk present) 
□ Yes 

 

 
Grass Buffer Tree Buffer 

 

Shrub Buffer No Buffer 
 

11. Is a buffer present? 
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12. What percent of the length of the sidewalk/walkway is covered by trees, 
awnings or other overhead coverage? 

 
 
 

• Tree plantings, telephone poles or parking meters should not be considered as a 
buffer if there is, on average, more than 20 feet between them along the street 
segment. 

• A bike lane does not count as a buffer. 
• Brick alone next to a sidewalk would not be counted as a buffer because it is not 

inhibiting cars from coming onto the sidewalk. 
 
 

□ 0-25% / no sidewalk 
□ 26-75% 
□ 76-100% 

0-25% coverage 26-75% coverage 

76-100% coverage 
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1. Is a pedestrian walk signal present? 

 

 

2. Is there a ramp at the curb? 

 
 
 

b. CROSSING 
 

□ No 
□ Yes 

 

 
 

□ No 
□ Yes, at one curb only 
□ Yes, at both pre-crossing and post-crossing curbs 

No ramp Ramp 
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□ No 
□ Yes 

 

 
Standard Marked Crosswalk High-Visibility Striping 

 

 
Different Material Than Road 

3. Is there a marked crosswalk? 
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Name   

Date    
 

 

SEGMENT: *Count one (your) side of the street* 
Street     

Side of street (circle): North South East West 

Starting Cross-street:                                               

Ending Cross-street:    

1. Is this primarily a residential or commercial segment? 

□ Residential (0) □ Commercial (1) 

2. How many public parks are present? 

□ 0 (0)  □ 1 (1) □ 2 or more (2) 

3. How many public transit stops are present? 

□ 0 (0) □ 1 (1) □ 2 or more (2) 

4. Are there any benches or places to sit (include bus stop 

benches)? 

□ No (0) □ Yes (1) 

5. Are street lights installed? 

□ None (0) □ Some (1) □ Ample (2) 

6. Are the buildings well maintained? 

□ 0-99% (0) □ 100% (1) 

7. Is graffiti/tagging present (do not include murals)? 

□ No (1) □ Yes (0) 

8. Is there a designated bike path? 

□ No (0) □ Painted line (1) □ Physical barrier (2) 

9. Is a sidewalk present? If no, skip to 12 
□ No (0) □ Yes (1) 

10. Are there poorly maintained sections of the sidewalk 

that constitute major trip hazards? (e.g. heaves, 
misalignment, cracks, overgrowth) 
□ None (1) □ Any/no sidewalk present (0) 

11. Is a buffer present? 

□ No/no sidewalk present (0) □ Yes (1) 

12. What percentage of the length of the sidewalk/walkway 

is covered by trees, awnings or other overhead coverage? 

□ 0-25% / no sidewalk (0) □ 26-75% (1)  □ 76-100% (2) 

 

Turn sheet over for CROSSING & COMMENTS 
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CROSSING: 

Intersection of   

&  

Crossing from N S E W to N S E W 

(circle) 
 

1. Is a pedestrian walk signal present? 

□ No (0) 

□ Yes (1) 

2. Is there a ramp at the curb? 

□ No (0) 

□ Yes, at one curb only (1) 

□ Yes, at both pre-crossing & post-crossing curbs (2) 

3. Is there a marked crosswalk? 

□ No (0) 

□ Yes (1) 

 

 

 
OPTIONAL: 

Calculate the Total Score: Add up scoring numbers (the 

0, 1, 2 after your answers) and divide by 21. 

Score = Total Points  /21 =  % 

COMMENTS: 

Use this space to write down any notes about what makes 
this segment of street either good or bad for walking. 

• Focusing on the items in this tool, do you have 

any comments about problem areas that need to be 

fixed? What is the problem(s)? 

• Do you have any ideas on solutions to fix the 

identified problem(s)? 

• If possible, take photos of problem areas that you 

think need to be fixed. 

You will use these notes later in your advocacy work. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 


